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Taking Stock: Pausing to Assess and Set Goals



The most important goal this year is……

to become BETTER writers!!!!



How can you make sure you become better writers??

1. Decide on specific ways you can improve your craft 
(make specific goals).

2. Concentrate (really focus) on the goals you make!

3.  Work towards your goal!!  Write, write, and write!!!



Teaching Point:

It is very helpful to pause at times and to reflect on the 
progress you’ve made as writers.  You can use a 
checklist to guide you, so you can look back at your writing
and ask, “In what ways am I getting better?” and “What is the
next thing I can work on improving?”





How did I use the checklist?

1. I took a look at the checklist to see what 6th graders are 
aiming to do as writers.

2. I checked to see if the writer measured up.

3. I did not just say yes or no- I found specific places
where I saw that work being done and jotted what I 
saw in the margin.



You Try:

1. Talk with your partner about what you noticed in ‘Look
up and Watch the Show’.

2. Reread one of your personal narratives to your partner.

3. Talk to each other about where you see evidence of
elaboration in the draft.

4. Be a supportive partner and help your partner notice
where good work has happened!



Your Writing Plan Today:

1. Go back to one of your personal narratives and revise
it based on the goals set today.

2. Start a new personal narrative with the new goals fresh
in your mind.



Steps for Sharing with Your Partner:
1. Show your partner how you assessed your own 

writing.
2. Share your checklist and what you realized about

the work you are starting to do and the work that
still needs to happen.

3. Point out your evidence for particular skills.
4. Share your goals- What are you going to do to push 

yourself to work on next? What is your plan for 
making this happen?


